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Cement Industry Honours St. Marys Cement Plant 

for Land Stewardship Activities and Energy Efficiency Improvements 
Ottawa, May 9, 2008 – The Cement Association of Canada (CAC), Portland Cement Association (PCA) and Cement Americas magazine acknowledged the achievements of the St. Marys Cement Inc. plant in Bowmanville, Ontario, as part of the 2008 Cement Industry Energy and Environmental Awards.  The plant was a runner-up in the Land Stewardship category, which recognizes efforts to protect and enhance land surrounding the plant and its community.   

St. Marys Cement received the dual honour of being a runner-up also in the Energy Efficiency category, which acknowledges a plant’s success in energy planning, applying efficiency technologists and practices, and efforts to mitigate climate change.   

In 2007, the St. Marys plant started a 10-year monitoring program for the West Side Creek Marsh project.  Although licensed to expand its quarry through the marsh, the company worked with community groups and government agencies to reconfigure the 25.7-hectare marsh and relocate Westside Creek around future quarry boundaries.  The project was so successful it has become a template for wetland protection in China.

The Bowmanville plant’s Energy Management Conservation Committee (E=MC2) was established to develop a program for the plant to reduce energy use.  Through initiatives identified by this committee, the plant saved nearly $.5 million (US) in energy costs and reduced CO2 emissions by more than 4,800 tons.  In 2007, the plant won the Canadian Industry Program for Energy Conservation (CIPEC) Leadership award.

“Canadian cement companies take very seriously their responsibility to sustain biodiversity and a healthy environment around their plants and reduce energy use”, said Pierre Boucher, Cement Association of Canada President and CEO. “The awards program recognizes these ongoing accomplishments.” 
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The Cement Industry Energy & Environmental Awards honour individual cement facilities that exemplify the spirit of continuous environmental improvement and support this spirit with action.  These plants go beyond government regulations and local laws to ensure that their processes contribute to making their communities better places to live and work.  Five categories are recognized:  Outreach, Environmental Performance, Land Stewardship, Innovation, and Energy Efficiency.  A special award is presented to plants demonstrating excellence in multiple categories. The awards program was created in 2000 by the Portland Cement Association as part of its renewed environment and energy strategic plan for the cement industry.  

The Cement Association of Canada is the voice of Canada’s cement industry. Canadian cement and concrete sales amount to more than $8.0 billion annually, and support more than 27,000 jobs. Canada’s cement industry works to ensure the reliable supply of cement required to build Canada’s network of critical infrastructure of roads and bridges, buildings and homes, water and sewage works and dams. In addition, soil solidification/stabilization with cement is an increasingly common technology for the safe management, treatment and reuse of contaminated sites.
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